The View From Here

For any big problem, there cannot be an easy
answer. Wildlife conservation is a "big problem”
because it s complicated; solutions can be contro-
versial and seldom satisfy everyone.,

With this introduction as a caveat, I want 1o discuss
the permit hunting of snow leopards, an emotional
issue if ever there was ornte.

To the Inlernational Snow Leopard Trust the issue
is clear-cut: the snow leopard is a highly endan-
gered species and should not be hunted. It is
formally classiflied as such by the In{ernational
Unton for the Conservation of Nalure and Natural
Resources (IUCN). In addition, the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) has listed ihe snow leop-
ard under Appendix I, the section which has the
most stringent regulations governing trade. So how
can there be legal hunting permits?

The Conference of the Parties to CITES recognized
that in certain rare circumstances, hunting of
Appendix I species may be favorable (o the conser-
vation of such species. A resclution was adopled
which defines the conditions under which hunting
trophies may be translerred from one country to
ar:other. This resolulion states thal hunting tro-
phies of species listed in Appendix I should be
permitted only {f accompanied by an export permit
from the country in which the animal was taken
and an import permit issued by the counlry into
which 1l is being brought,

Alihough 105 nations have signed CITES, the
Mongolian People's Republic has not. Therefore
Mongolia can issue an export periiil on an Appen-
dix I species even il il has not been shown that a
hunting program is [avorable to the conservation of
that species. However, unless the {oreign hunier
was able to get an import penmil--ard (his is very
difficult, for the individual has to demonstrate that
his or her aclion is going o be favorable ta the
species’ conservalion--the trophy could not legally
be taken into North America, Europe, and maost of
the rest of the world.

Mongolia has had a commitment {o wildlife man-
agemend for over 40 years. Policies have included

giving protected status 1o vulnerable species and |

restricling the grazing of domestic stock in arcas
which are [ragile.

game management. '

Mongolian tourist officials say a resull of these

wildlile programs has been a significant increase in -
the numbers of Argali sheep and Siberian ibex and
these increases can e maintained under carelully

monitored hunting programs. But the foreign firms
who coordinatcthe hunis state in their promotional
matcrial that there is also a corresporniding "over-
abundance of snow leopard in Mongolia" and the
cats are killing ofl too many of the sheep and ibex.
As aresult, they point out, Mongolia needs to crop
off some of the Jeopards. Other reports say that the
sheep and ibex are declining due to over-hunting by
the local people and that the cats have litile choice
bulie turnto livestock. This is doom [or the snow
leopard because losing even a few livestock is
unacccptable to a subsistence herder. A big prob-
lem.

Unforltunately, there is no mention of these other
aspects by the huntling erganizations. Instead they
emphasize in their material that although the snow
leopard is on endangered species lists and cannol
Lbe brought back as a trophy, il can be legally
hunted in Mongoelia, The foreign hunting firms are
exploiting a unique siluation for their personal
profit and promoling it as a conservation measure.
To mwe il is a question of being legally correct but
marally wrong.

Such a rare "opportunity” does not come cheaply.
Klincburger Worldwide Travel (3627 1s1 Ave. South,
Sealtle, WA 98134, USA) will set up a 14-day snow
leopard hunt for you in Mongolia for $7,000 plusan
additional trophy fee of 813,000 il a snow leopard
is taken. I you only want {o accompany the hunter,
justwatch the snow leopard being shot, Lthere is an
obscrver cost of $3.000. In the cighileenth century
Samuel Johnson warned us ol "the insolence of
weallh and the arrogance of power." ) is still a
consideration two hundroed vears later.

We should recognize that foreign income 1o a belea-
guered wildlife departiment can e critical; and

However, Mongolia is nol a
wealthy country and sport hunting produces a good |
financial relurn. When {oreign currency generated
by wildlife programs gocs back into the local econ-
omty, it can be an excellent incentive to long-term
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when a program which produces such funding is
taken away, something of value has to be put in its
place. I'bclieve there are as many or more individu-
als who would wish to see and photograph a snow
leopard than there are those who wish to shoot it.
‘The ISLT would support alternatives in place of
hunting, such as expeditions to cbserve and photo-
graph the snow leopard and other wildlife. Mongo-
lia may be one of the very few places in the world
where that is even remotely possible.

There 1s some concern among Mongolian tourist
officials that they do not have the infrastructure to
accommodate tour groups, but In actualily they
could use the same type of program currently in
place for the hunters. Income would continue 1o be
generated, as there would be an on-going need for
skilled guides and expensive back-country travel;
and instead of one hunter, there would be four or
five tourists in the group paying a fee.

It is obvious {hat the reports are too limited to
determine if there is a surplus of snow lcopard in
Mongolia and if the snow leopard is actually caus-
ingz a decline in ibex and Argali populations. An
extensive survey is necessary and a moratorium
regarding hunting the snow leopard should be
instigated while such a survey is conducted. ol
lowing is ISLT's policy on permit hunting and
specific Trust recommendations en the snow leop-
ard. Wewould be interesied in your comments and
thoughts.

Helernt Freeman,
President

International Snow Leopard
Trust Policy Regarding
Permit Hunting

In some instances sport hunting in developing
countries of species which are not endangered may
be aviable method for oblaining foreign currency it

1} the population of the species or subspecies has
been determined by detailed survey work to be so
abundant that a harvest has no negative impact
and is susiainable;

2) the population is continually monitored in
such a manner that the harvest is regulated,;

3} a significant proportion of the money brought
in from the hunt directly benefits the local people;
and '

4} sport hunting may be demonstrated to be a .
delerrent to poaching, '
In the case of a rare animal, however, to promote
hunting for profit gives a contradiclory message
about conservation 1o both local and foreign com-
niunities.

The International Snow Leopard Trust strongly
objects to the sport hunting of snow leopard in
any area of its range because:

1) the species is generally rare throughout its
range and accurate knowledge of population size in
local circumstlances is scarce and of questionable
reliability;

2) the speeics is listed as "highly endangered” by
international and natienal conventions;

3} internalional trade in the snow leopard is pro-
hibited by CITES, the Convention on International
Trade in Wild Specics of Fauna and Flora;

4} the snow leopard is an indicator species for the
conscrvation of the Himalayas and high allitude
reserves.

Because the species is extremely difficull to census
and its exact status is nnknown, 1SLT recommends
that detailed survevs e conducted and these re-
sults be circulated Jor comment by inlernationally
recognized authoritics on snow leopard distribu-
tion and biology before permit hunting is consid-
ered as amechanism for revenue or management of
snoew leopard. Therefore, based on the above, the
ISLT is opposed to permit hunting of the snow
leopard. ISLT recommends that allernalive meth-
ods, such as game viewing and pholographic op-
portunitics, be encouraged as sources for foreign
CUTTCICY.

The International Snow Leopard ‘Trust is an inde-
pendent, non-prolii tax excimpt oundation dedi
caled 1o the conservation of the suow leopard and
the moumain witderness it represents. Te join,
scidd 230 lor Assockde membership, $100 for Pa-
troan, or S250 for Life 1o the 1SLT oflice at 4649
Sunnvsice Avel N Seatthe, WA 98103, USA. Send
ackdress ehiniges Lo the samne address, Office tele-
phrone atd FAX numiber: (200 632 2421,
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